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/ Articles exhibited againſt Benjamin Spe cer , 


Miniſter of S. Thozss Pu ifh in Sourhwarke, in the r gt 
Honourable and hich Court of Paham nf, for which 
his ſiving was ſequeſtred, Together witha charge groun- 
_ded thereupon, and his anſwer thercunto, V\ ith hs 
reaſons of printing the ſane. 


Gentle Reader, | 
c., , Hover thou art, for Codslove let me intrear thee 
F © ' torcſerve a good opinion of chis my ation. Fur l 

Ly protcit in the fight of God I preſ:ne not this ſheet 
AY to thee out of any vain glory, to vindicate wny f-lfe 
SJ from any aſperfions, nor ut of malice ro my ac- 
TE M.(' Cuſers, ro render them &.;:tous tothe world, nuch 
leffe out of 'any heart-burning againſtths ſntence of my judges, 
who proceed , Secunanum allegata & probate ,. according to allz- 
gation and proofe : but to ſhew how. much one man may be miſ- 
conlttucd by another in thedceliveranceof his minde, and how 
free I am from Popilh doEtrine, ar.ſuch. ill manners whereby to 
fl:ight orders of Parliament,or tg lcttalkany-lagle ipecchcs inthe 
Pulpit (of which three things the Articles confilt) however L 
may be miſtaken by men who come ts heare me with prejudicate 
mindes. 

Ani I hope you will not blame me for this, conſidering, the 
malignity of tuch aſcandall, doth not only Like a dead flyo cor- 
rupt the ointment ofa good name-( which I rhank God t'll this 
time he hath honoured me withall, among a!l men who doe truly 


' know me) but alſo is the greateſt blot that can be to my preteſlt- 


on, and a juſt hindrance of my preferment; and therefore 1 can 
doe no lefſe then print a few fheets to fatisfie my friends (ut: ot 
co ſell ) in this buſinefſe, becauſe I find my Arricks read tomany; 
but not my anſwers tothem, by which my triends aff: tions may 
be diverted from me as well as their mindes corr ipted. 

You are therefore to underſtand , that after I had anſwered one 
Tacksows a Scotch-mans Articles 2gainſt mc (before iny Lord Ma- 
jor) ef which 41 conld never get 2 copic. I was in goo. hopeto 
have becn at reſt, when fad ienly my nam* appear<d 1n a black 
bill among 66 ſcandalous (it may be fome will prove ſcancalizcd } 
miniſters. This bill made by whomt-ever, 1 am 1ſuge I was ne- 


ver called to a reckoning abut it before any of thoſe Citizens 


who drew it up and preſented it to the Lord alajor. The blow 1 
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received by this browne bill almoſt ſtunned me, having no warn- 
ing to provide an Helmet. = 

The ground of this bill was the complaints of pariſhoners to 
ſome Citizens who were authorized by an: order of Common 
Councell dated the ſecond day of December to inquire ofall ma- 
lignanr,ſcandaloas, & feditious Miniſters, whom I prayGod bring 
to light, fo that th: Wolfe may be known for all his ſheepes-skin. 

The next trouble 1 h:ard of was by one Dxwarternzaine, who 
warned me before the Committee of examination, of which thz 
right werſhipfull Sir Gilbert Garrat was the Chaire-man, to an- 
 {werto 10 Artic'es alleadged againſt me. 

T he. eArticles Were as followcth, 
Triprim, bf Ja Maſter Spencer wilfully refuſeth to give the 
| Communion to thoſe. that. will not knecel= at the 
Sacrament. 

2 The faid Mr, Spencer did publikely averre in his Sermon, 
that watcr in Baptifme did abfolutcly cleanſc away originall (in, 

3 He did ayerre: that the Church of Rowe is the.truc Chinch 
and-lacks nothing þut:qualification , and did noterre inany fun- 
damentall point , - but 1h-matter-ef circumltance, 

4 Certaine honeſtrhen informing the ſaid Mr: Spencer, that his: 
_ fuperſtitious- geſtures were, burthenſame to ſome good Chriſtian 

conſcicnces 1n his Congregſtiong he- thus replyed, Am I vile (a- 
buſing the words ofthe Prophetava) I willbe more vile yet 2 
And whether the railes be takerraway or not, I will bow to the 
Table, yea I will dance about the Table; he alſo abuleth all tho'e. 
that ſtand ncer, or. kan upon the Communion Table, or lay their 
hats upon the Tablegn the time of prayer or ſermon, 

5: He hath uttcred- theſe: words in the Pulpit , the times are 
evill and dargerous, for we may fear great judgements upon the 
land, becauſe we do not know whither to gofor jultice. And theſe 
words were ſpoken in the timedt Parliament, | 

6 In S. ary Overies Church , he moſt balcly abuſed honeſt 
Miniſters in his Sermon :; ſaying theſe Iack- dawes that former- 
ly durſt not ſhew their faces, now did appear evcry where, And 
- where did they now ſheleer themſelves but u:1der the caves of the. 
Parliament-houſ:;Confider whether theſe two Articles do include 
a Seandilum Parlaments, Or note 
_ 7 Henot only preſamptuonſly negleas to pray for good Magi- 
ſtates ſachas my Lord Major of London, as alſo not praying for 
the army that is gone forth for Religion, King and Parliament, 
which 1s too ©reat 2n evidence of m1'1gnity,. but alſo a preſump- 
tnous abuſcr and fſcoff:r of che Orders of Parliament, | 
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$ Inſtance; namely, one Sabb3th day there came an order from 
the Parliament to be read jn his Church for the reſtraining the ſu= 
rſtitious bowing at the name of ſeſuts, in the reading where- 
of, the faid M. Spencer uſed theſe difdainefw'l words, For any thing 
I know, this that I do read might have come from a Ballad-mone 
er, I know not which Icſus is fignified here, whether Ioſhuab, 
or Ieſus the ſon of Ssrarh, or leſus Chriſt. 

9 This was M. Sperceys divinity in the Pulpit, that women 
now aCvayes were not fo holy as the Virgin Mary was. For ſhe 
conceived the holy Ghoſt before ſhe concerved Chriſt,but women 
now took in men bctore they took 1n the holy Ghoſt and were 
coupled together by the taylcs, as Sawp/ons Foxes were, 

10 That the faid M, Spencer, after he had publiſhed the Or.li- 
nance of Paritame<nt for the relietc of poor maimed ſouldiers,faid, 
that it may betic ſaid ſouldiers went out with a zealous intenr, 
but 1t was a blinde zeale ; or it may be out of malice and cnvie to 
be revenged of ſoine of their enemies ; or it'may be to rob and 
ſtale, and fo to inrich themſelves 7 bar I hope the miſcry they 
fecle, and your charity, will make thettrdefire'peace. 

Hrs «+ Anſwers to theſe 10 eAvriithdibefortthe ({ommitece, 

7 O the firſt he anſwered thus! Kthe!had refuſed any the 
Communion, as he remembred nonz2zhe did it not becauſe 
he thinks kneeling more neceflary;;'but/becauſe of the Sta- 

tute of uniformity, which bindettyhimt6 obſerve it, which ſtatute 

for dircQion 15 bound with the Book obCommon prayer. ', 

2 'Vpon the kcond Article the witneſks'difagreed. His anſwer 
was, that bc1og the plaintiffes did inſtance notext upon which he 
fo preached, nor time when ; he could'net faywhat he preached : 
but his opinion was, that the outwardifignewwichout the thing 
ſignified was of no validity,and as it is expreſſed farther in the 27 
Article of our proteſtant dorine publiſhed, and of late proteſted 
by himfelfe and others, _ 

To the third he anſwered thus : I know not that ever I prea- 
ched any fuch thing, nor doe they prove it by either place, time, 
or Text, but I hold the Papacy to bee Aatichriſtian, anJ all that 
wittingly or willingly adherethereunto. Neither doth the Do- 
Arine of their Church order a man to heaven, and therefore I 
deteit it as damnable, and hold with our Proteſtant Doqrine pub= 
liihed in that poynt in the fecod part of our Church Homily 
for 'Whitſontide. But I ſuppoſe the plaintiff:s might be miſta-« 
ken, when in clearing that poynt ſo much controverted abuut 
the Church of Romer being a true Church, it is like enough I faid 
3s was thus to be underſtood, (namely) that ſhe had the outward 
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being and cxiftence of, a true Church; bat not the effanceor efſer- 
tiall properties. of ans, As a thicke hath the true being of aiman 
ia a natural ſ:uſc,hut not the. being of a t:u2-man in a morall fence : 
So. W.ſycs have tus Combs, as well as Bees, but there is no ho- 
ney in them. Solt 1s Lkely,that I might fay the Church of Rome 
agrceth with the true, Church in many fundamentals, as in the 
Articles of th: Creed, | ut over. hroweth trem by corrupt confſe- 
quences, and ſuperfiyuRions,'as when they aliow Chriſt to bee 
the ſole Mediator &f .R:idemptian,. but not of interceſiion, and 
inGxty odde other fevcrall opinions they diff:r from the Refor- 
med Churchecs,and us tnglith, Proteſtants;1, which I beps Lfhatl 


never agree with them. 


Tothr fourth heanſ.yered thus : I remember no fughti formae 


tion by bonelt men, But Iacknowledge I have bowed my knces 


when | have come-intathe, Church , but to no vifible thing, bar . 


uato that (God by whoſe leave L tread in his Cour:s : And if I 
were accounted vile for. thatyit is ike enough T might fay,T would 
be moxe vile. Bit {nc percerved by an. Order from the Houſe 
of Pcercs, bearipg,date figteanth of Ianuary,, 1640, . tbat ſuch ar- 
bitrary geftuics TT an that no; Ceremony-whats 
focverſhou'd be ul;d, buy thgjtpommated andallowed. by Law, 
E have rctiained 1tpndbeahenmy kl's to a more private:way of 
devotion. Ani for apaling; any-who ſtand about the Communion 
Tablc, I know not,gaceptagoire zeproofe for an. uareverent carrie 
age be an abuſ: of 8hole who $tybeir Tailes:witere we ſet the Sa» 
crament when there, 1;raompensugih to Ht! cife-where, = 

To the fiſt hes, anſwered: thus 2: Here: 1s neither inſtance of 
time or Text, thergfors.;] cangat.call to mind what I ſaid. But 
I bcleeve. I might conmlaingpt.danger--us times now. 1n theſe lat- 
ter dayes of which tbe Apulile propheſied 2,75m. 3,1, and might 
deplore the decay of jutice amung men both diſtributzve & come 
mutative as the P: ophets did, P[al.12,7.ler.5.1.and ye: not retleR 
onthe Parliam. nt, who have found much 12Jultice among mcn 
themſelves, and punithed it, 

Tothe ſix: he anſwered thus; here they inſtance in aſermon rc» 
membred by. many who can tel that the words which they-miſcon- 


ſtruc were thee ( ſpoke: unto the blimters then preſent at the vi- 


fitation Sermon ) Rebnke, exhort wich 4] uthority, as Tr.2.15. 


Youare commanded, and be not affcighted at rhiſ: Jack-Dawes, 
Ww-h with ther noiſe firlt diſturb the Charches 1:rvice, & thea thel- 


ter the:nſ.lves under the Leads as many forts of men do, who hope 
In. Vale to ſhroud themſelves under the eaves of . the Parhaments 


favour, whoſe worthics though coo much troubled with their tri- 
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viall complaints 5 yet T arti RY LY they will maintaine what 
they have proteſted 284inſt aN ſchiſmaticail perſons 2nd malignan: 
partics ; that thefe were my words many can. juſtifie thar hearg 
ther, wi:houwr? prejugicate afetion, 

To the ſeventh Artieke he aufwered? I pray for the King Given, 
51nd Royall !'rogeny,and for all thar are in authority, Inlet, [ 
doe not name my Lord Major ; nor is !t uluall ſo to dos, :xcept 
at P-x[5-Croffe or the like. Neither doeI name the Army, but | 
pray for all thoſe that fight for the truth, and the faith of the Go- 
ſpeilan] trucReligion, which is no evidence of mationancy, Ner 
goc I, nor <ver did (cf: at any Orders of Parliament,as (hall ap- 
peare by myanſwer ro the inſtancetollowing. 

To this only in{tance of ſcoffing at Orders, which they prodnce, 
thungh the Article chargeth him in renerall, he thus anſwered. 


One Lords day, fuchan Order was brought to m2 as aforeſayd,of 


which he that brought it, coul1 render jo acconnt but that it'was 
bouzht of onethat fold pamphlets about rhe ſtreets. I ſuſper.d :4 
thcrfore the reading of it til I kad ehquired furthcr;& finding it to 
be the Parliaments order, 1 read it ifythe Church, kndro exeur 
ſelfe,rhatT did not read tat firſt to forethir were cfanged, [ (aid 
1 du {t not read that at firit; »wHifeh hee that brought could not a- 
vouch to have received frornfny other aithority than a Pamphlet 
ſeller, or a Ballad-monger:*Ws' for tHerameTecſ s I conteſſe I fiyd 
thus, hat conlidering thereWetembre n#med by that name in the 
Bible, as Icfus'the ſonne 87” Naw, As 9. 4b, and Iefaus fon of 79/e- 
dech, Zach. 3-1, and Icfus rhe {net FS:rach, Eccleſ, 1. And for 
that many ignorant people have uſed the fame peſture to each name 
alike, w hen they have beeneretd ; andforthat thename is not di- 
Ainguiſhe d1n this order, (++ Npfieh Ione is meant as 1018 1n the 
18, Canon, which enjoyneth teveiones at thereading of it, will 
not'be fo bo!d to interpret rhe Parliaments min therein , till it 
bee further expreſſd by themſelves : And I hope no charitable 
mind will take this for an abuſe or (cott=,but rather want of right 
apprehention of their mind, 

He thus anſwered the ninth Article : Here 1s neither Text ro! 
time inſtanced in, nor can T remember all I fayd: But I believe it is 
no bad Divinity te fay the Virgin Mary concely ed the Holy Ghoſt 
in her heart,before ſh* had Chriſt in h-r womb ; becavſ= ſhee was 
before both gracious and faithfull: And T conceive thoſe that marry 
meerely for luſt, without thoſe other holy en ds ofmarriage,conple 
Iike beaſts, and may bee likened ro Samp/ons Foxes : The Prop on 
Ezchiel ſpeakes mnch broader,and yet is norto bee blamed; bow 
manners my tizvelond reprootes, fo __ as ; knows 
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The tenth he anſwered thus , 1 fh:ding foine peope fc: upulons te 


"contribute to that occalion,faid thus : It 15 the end that mikerh aCe 
tos zood , Now whereas fome objeA,that it may be ſome ſould1= 


crs goe to war with divers ends, ſome witha good 1ntcnt, fome 
witha bliad zeale, foe to be revenged on thetr enemics, ſome 1n 


hope ro earich themſelves by ſpoyle ; let not us judge their hearts, 


nor lovk UL POt1 their lafirmities ; but be their end what it w1ll, let 
our end be to relieve their miferics,and no doubt if you think they 
bavecrred in warre,the tsifery they feel,and your charity they find 
will make them more ad.{1Fea to peace. 

You my perceive by theſe Anſwers, that I am much miſtaken in 
My preaciing by theſe my accuters , whom I blame not > much 
for thns accuſing me(though a little diſcourſe with me might have 
reRiked all) if fobe they be fully perſwadcd that I ſpake as they 
have allcaged,but I fear there is fome leaven of il] wil in it, which 
never ſpeal's wel;God be judge between us,to whol refer my ſelf 

After 1 had thus anfwered, I was diſniifled, Diverſe weckes 
aiter one /rcoll/on gota warrant for me from the Coinmittee for 
the ſafety of the Kingdome.+ A man who knery nothing of me 
2xcept my face, as Lcd bis. By vertue of the warrant, 1 was 
Eept unccr Cuſtody! eertaine dayes, but found no charge ap- 


-pcace there again{t me.But being in priſon a warrant was brought 


to Mme to apperare beforethe'Lordsto anſwer to a charge drawne 
up againſt me with aſkqueſtration of my living, which charge 


theuzh-it corfiſted of tewer Artides by three than before was al- 


teadged, namely the x. 24and 9, yet it 1s no whit lighter, but 
doth in ſo:ne words 'fo-m:ch diff:r from the Articles, that mee 
thinkes wy adverſaries themſelves ſhould conſider where they 
ſpoke trucſt, before the Committee,or before the Lords; they leing 
witneſſes, both to the Articles and charge ; and ceſpzcially one woe 
man Whoſe zeale againit me was fo ſmart,” that ſh< bluſhed not to 
maintaine the ninth Article, farther than was allcadged theretn ; 
namely that I {hculd fay worte than (that women rocks 11 men) for 
the added theſe words (Your Lordihips know u hee) O frons, 
o facies. Marks the charge and compare 1t with the Articles, and 
you will finde that whatſoever Cicrkz drew it, he hath made his 
building too heayie for the foun ation, v4. For the Articies upon 


which it1s built, 


The ſ:quezſtration and charge, arty 16. 1642. 


| VV Hercas Benjamin. Spencer, ytivendary Curare of the 


Church of Saint Thomas Hoſpita'l 19 Southwarke 11 the 
Connty of Surrey hath end: gvourcd 1a his preaching to corrupt 
:t5 people and-Audttors, partly with the leaven of Popith doctrin 
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preſſing upon them, rx. LA Church of Rome is a true 
Church, feving only in Circumſtances and not in fandamentalls. 
2, And bowing to the Altar, faying, tat if he were vile jn that, 
he would be more vile yet, and whether the rales were taken a= 
way or not, hee would bow tothe Table, end dance abour it. 
3. And partly by prophane doQtrine that the Virgin Afary recei- 
ved the Holz Ghoſt before ſhe conceived Chriit, but now wo- 
men tooke 1n men firſt and werecoupled together like Samſon; 
Foxes, 4. And hath cxprefleqd great Malignancic againſt the 
power and proccedings of Parliament, ſaying in Parliament 
times, that now men knew rot whitker to goc for jultic-. 
5. And that Reverend Orchodox Miniſters, whom he tcarmed 
Iack-Dawcs, that formerly durſt not ſh:w their faces, did now 
appcare and ſhroud themſelves under the Eves of the Parliament. 
6. And rcading in his Church the order of Patliament againſt 
bowing at the name of Ietus, tn contempt thereof ſaid openly, 
that for ought he knew,it might come from {ſome Bzllid-monger 
and that hee knew not what they meant whether Icſus the Son of 
Sirach or eſa Chriſt, and that they that made it, were belt able 
to expreſſ2 rhcir owne meaning. 10. And that in bis publiſh- 
ing of the Ordinance of Parlianenr;s+for the relick: of maimed 
Souldiers, informed his Auditory that it may bee theſ: Son'diers 
went out with a zealovs intent, -eutr#tayasn blind zeale, or they 
went ont of malice or enviero berevenged, or it may becto rob 
and ſteale, Which the Lords-and Commons 1n Parliament Af- 
ſemblcd taking into conſideration forthe better ſupply of an able 
and godly Miniſter. in the 11d Church, andfor the proviſion of fit: 
maintznance for thoſe that ſhalkottemate therein, doc Conſtrute 
and ordain: that 7:4» Hard aucke,; 'Tofeph Collier, lohn Hemphry , 
Damiell Sowton, Thomas Bennet, Icha Simes, lobn VWinengtoy, 
William Jack(on, or any three of them ſhall have power and au- 
th-rity, and arc hercby required to ſequeſter all and ſingular (t1- 
pends and Allowances, | ythes, Rents, Fees or profits whatlos- 
ver belonging to the Cure of the ſaid Chucch,or herecot>re payed 
to the ſaid SY ENCER, and to appoint ColleRors for the 
gathering and receiving ot them as they in their difcreiton ſhall 


thinke fit, and ſhall have power to pay the ſame unto /sþ1 Briſcoe 


a godly learned and Orthodoxe Divine who is hereby appointed 
and required to preach every Lords Day and to officiate as Curate 
and to take carc for thediſcharge of the cure of the ſaid place in 
all the duties thereof untill further ord:r ſhall be taken dy both 
Houfes of Parliament. And if any ſhall refuſe topay unto the 
faid ſequeſtrators, or any three of them, or to the colletors ape 
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pointed by them any of the Rents, dyties;- or Jawfull fees acen- 
{tomed to be payed upon information i hereof by the ſ:queſtrators 
er any thrice of them unto etther-Houl ' of Pailiaincot. The faid 
Lords and Commons do he:cby declare they. will proceed againſt 
ſuch retuſers according to their ſeverall off:nces and contempts . 

I anſwered to the charge that firſt ut difered much from rte Ar- 
ticls that were laid agay1!t me; firſt 19 the number, tor inthe charg 
there were 3. wanting of the ten alleaged, name y the firſt which 
charged me for doing whar the ſtatute of unitormity injoyned 
me. The cond which the witneſſes being then cxamired feve- 
_ rally did not agreeupon. And the ſeventh which ſeemed cid i= 
culouſly to accuſe me for not praying for my L, Major. Seconusy 
I faid the charge diftered in many words from the Articles, as in 
that it chargeth me to endeavour to corrupt people with papith 
_ Poarine,and yet there 15 in all but one Article of pop1th dorine 
inthe wholecharge, which might be as well miſtaken,as not,by 
my hearers, Seconuly, It chargeth me that I bowed to the Altar 
whereas there was never any 1n the Church, nordid t: ; able 
{ftand Altar-wiſc, Indced 4t was railed in by Mr. Lynne one of 
my accuſers, without command from any authority, fave himſel'c 
that I know of, Thirdly, It makes theſe words (thet row #1 
time of Parliament men kyew not whither to goe f.r Juſtice) a 
part of the Article which 1n the Article it ſelfe 1s made only an 1t- 
{inuation of the accuſer and therefore the witnefdes could not as 1 
ſappole under favour maintainc rightly both the Articks and thic 
charge, However they ſwearing, the Court cnclined the rather 
_ to their teſtimony, for an-oath miiſt bee the end of controverſic £ 
Let the accaſcrs look to it, the Court is free. I was eummitted to 
the fleete tor a while, for contempt, where / petitioning for maine 
taining of my charge, a Wife and many Children, was by the 
Lords granted thirtie pounds per annum to bee reſumed inthe 
| hands of the Governgurs of Saint T hemas Hoſpitall from the fc- 
 queltrators, & to be payd to me or my aſſtunes,as formerly it had, 

Tt was afte: ward upon petitionreleaf. d aif:; f om 1mp;1forment. 
But all this ſuffer i-g could not quict the fpleenc of mine ad - 
verſaries. For they would faine reſirainc the Govercours ſo,that 
» they might not pay me my allowarce of thirtic pounds aforeſaid, 
_ by rcaſon whereof 1 and my family thould be forced ro }tve upon 
Aalmes while one cates our bread, who ca:'! neither well «cc it, 
and worſe deſerve it. God forgive mine encinies, open tiieir blind 
eyes and foiten thetr hard hearts, that repenting, they may eſcape 
the wrath to came, through Iclus Chriſt. Ames, FINIS, 
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